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Persia, their neighbouring kingdom, and perhaps it
might afterwards spread among them.

This terrible prediction, delivered with the au-
thority of one whom they had the venerable opi-
nion of before as a magician, and one that could
foretell events of things, gave the people an alarm,
and also their king with them, to whom the news
of the prediction was soon carried; but the magi-
cian concealed entirely from their knowledge the
manner of his obtaining his information, so that it
came to them on the single authority of his own
judgment.

It happened as a confirmation of his prediction,
that after the meteor ceased to appear, and the
spring season advanced, an extreme hot season
came on, with a long drought following for several
weeks, which began very much to burn up the
fruits of the earth ; immediately the people remem-
bering the words of the magician, and finding so
much of what he had said prove true, it put then:
in a great consternation from the apprehension of
what, according to his account, was yet to follow.

It happened some time after this, that the king .)f
the country dreamed a dream, which much per-
plexed him, and all the magicians and astrologers
were sent for, to interpret the said dream ; bat .Hi
was not sent for, which grieved him much, thiik-
ing that he was not esteemed enough among the
princes of the country, and that he feared his ha/ing
foretold the portentous events of the late maeor,
which were not yet determined by the time thit he
predicted, he was neglected as a person that vould
not give any good interpretation of the ling's
dream. However, when Ali saw that the nagi-
cians and southsayers, who were sent for, ga^e the
king no satisfaction, for they were confounded in
their accounts, and differed one from another, and
the king was so angry, that he was about tc com-